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fAt A Glance
Pass on gas grilling and switch to an electric grill. No 

heavy charcoal, pellets or LP tanks to lug around. Plug 
it into the outlet and turn it on! Choose from two tabletop 
models or a cart gill. Prices range from $70 to $171, plus 
tax. View on our website or our Jackson lobby. 

On your marks, get 
set & get grilling — 
with a new electric 
grill from Federated

Logic behind the lines: co-op’s construction practices 
explained to provide you reliable, affordable power

How does your electric cooperative keep its distribution 
system economical and reliable? It takes careful planning 
and preventive maintenance.

As an overview, power distribution is simple. Transmission 
lines bring power into substations. Three-phase power lines 
leave the substations and branch out into multi-phase and 
single-phase power lines to serve individual member-owners. 
Transformers and secondary lines come into play until, 
fi nally, a switch is fl ipped and power is delivered to the 
member. Decisions are made to ensure that a distribution 
system is a balanced network of technology, redundancy 
and ruggedness to withstand the weather.

Oil Circuit Reclosers (OCRs) are strategically placed 
within the system to help limit outages. If a tree branch 
hits a line, the OCR will blink three times to give the fault 
a chance to clear itself. This prevents sustained outages, 
plus dispatching trucks and line crews to restore power.

Transformers are sized to prevent over and underloading. 
New software can compare transformer loads to meter 
data to ensure that transformers are as effi  ciently-sized 
as possible. In addition, transformers are on an inspection 
schedule so that potential problems can be eliminated with 
preventive action.

Members’ load is also a factor in deciding whether or not 
to construct new three-phase lines, but it is not the only 
factor. Three-phase lines may also be built to tie diff erent 
parts of the system together. This enables your electric 
co-op to backfeed areas during outages. That means if 
power cannot reach a portion of the system from the usual 
direction, it can be re-routed to feed from another direction. 
This reduces outage times.

If an area is prone to outages, your electric co-op has a 
number of options to try to reduce the issues. If trees are a 
problem, your electric co-op uses tree-trimmers to provide 
more clearance. Special equipment is used to prevent 
animals from causing outages, as well. For example, pole 

wrap keeps animals from climbing poles and getting into 
areas that can cause outages.

How does your electric cooperative choose between 
overhead and underground lines? Your electric cooperative 
tries to use underground as often as possible when it comes 
to reducing outages. Sometimes, underground is not the best 
option due to various circumstances or obstacles. In that 
case, overhead lines are built to more rigorous standards: 
bigger poles and wire and shorter spans.

Even during the winter season, your electric cooperative 
is working to ensure that the distribution system is as 
robust as possible. Linemen perform line patrol and drive 
the system, marking down potential problems and taking 
notes on any equipment or poles that need replacement 
during the construction season.

This is just some of the logic behind the lines that your 
electric co-op uses to make sure its member-owners receive 
reliable, aff ordable power. 

Line crews changed out transform-
ers in Sherburn this past month as 
part of its plan to add backfeeding 
options for more reliable service.
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Energy Wise

What should you seek in a refrigerator, 
besides food? Energy-effi  ciency of course!

$80 per year to run. On average an 
old refrigerator uses about 35 percent 
more energy than a model that has 
earned the Energy Star.

• If you need a second refrigerator 
year-round, replace the oldest one 
with a new Energy Star model. Make 
sure you keep the fridge in an ambient 
temperature of 35 to 38 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Recycle your old refrigerator. If you 
buy a new refrigerator, be sure to 
recycle your old one. Many appliance 
retailers will pick up and recycle your 
old refrigerator for a slight fee when 
you purchase a new one.

Refrigerator effi  ciency tips:
• Set the appropriate temperature.
• Position your refrigerator or cooler 

With an Energy Star refrigerator 
you can maximize your energy and 
dollar savings without sacrifi cing the 
features. Energy Star refrigerators are 
about 9 percent more energy-effi  cient 
than other models.

Energy Star refrigerators offer 
high performance features such as 
high-efficiency compressors that 
create less heat and use less energy, 
improved insulation that helps food 
stay cold, plus temperature and defrost 
mechanisms that help the refrigerator 
operate more effi  ciently.

By properly recycling your old 
refrigerator and replacing it with a 
new Energy Star refrigerator, you can 
save more than $220 over the 12-year 
lifetime of the product.

Consider these features when 
purchasing a new refrigerator:

• Purchase an appropriately-sized 
refrigerator. The larger the refrigerator, 
the greater the energy consumption. 
The most energy-effi  cient models are 
typically 16-20 cubic feet.

• Consider purchasing a refrigerator 
with a top freezer. Models with the 
freezer on top tend to use the least 
energy (versus bottom freezers or 
side-by-sides).

• Consider buying a refrigerator with 
fewer doors. Fewer doors reduce the 
air leakage. To maximize savings 
minimize the number of doors and 
pay attention to cool air you can feel 
when you shut the doors. Make sure 
the seals around the doors are airtight. 
If they are not, replace them. 

Refrigerators more than 15 years 
old could be costing you more than 

away from a heat source such as an 
oven, a dishwasher or direct sunlight 
from a window.

• Allow air circulation behind the 
fridge. 

• Leave a few inches between the 
wall and the refrigerator or cooler, and 
keep the condenser coils clean if you 
have an older model. Read the user’s 
manual to learn how to safely clean 
coils. Coil-cleaning brushes can be 
purchased at most hardware stores.

Remember that your local electric 
cooperative off ers rebates on Energy 
Star refrigerators (and freezers) with 
recycling of your old model. Find the 
rebate form and details on the co-op’s 
website. Call us today if you have any 
questions! 

What should you seek with new refrigerators? Look for the Energy Star logo, as 
it is about 9 percent more energy-effi cient. Energy Star states that the average 
fridge lasts about 12 years. Keep reading for other cool fridge energy-saving tips.
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Safety

Watt’s New

Compact Airmoto has infl ated power!

MYTHS vs. FACTS for electrical safety
Myth or fact regarding electricity? 

The difference can mean life or 
death. When you know the facts 
about electricity, you know safety!

MYTH: To get a shock or burn I 
need to actually touch a powerline.

FACT: Just getting too close could 
cause a severe shock, burn or even 
death. Electricity can jump or “arc” 
through the air to you or any object 
that gets too close. Always stay at 
least 10 feet away from powerlines.

MYTH: If I’m wearing rubber boots 
or safety boots, I won’t get a shock.

FACT: Even safety boots rated 
for electrical work may not provide 
100 percent protection from shock. 
Always avoid contacting or coming 
too close to powerlines.

MYTH: I can use a wooden stick to 
prop up a powerline or knock down 
a toy that’s tangled in a powerline.

FACT: Even wood can conduct 
electricity. Never touch or come 
close to a powerline. Contact your 
cooperative if you need help.

MYTH: A fallen powerline doesn’t 

have electricity fl owing through it, so 
it’s safe to be near it or move it out of 
the way.

FACT: Always assume a downed 
powerline still has electricity fl owing 
through it, even if it isn’t sparking or 
making noise. Stay back at least 33 
feet, call 9-1-1 and your cooperative.

MYTH: If an overhead power line 
falls on my car, I should get out and 
run to safety right away.

FACT: The car and the ground 

Imagine an air compressor about 
the size of a TV remote. It exists in the 
form of the Airmoto Air Pump!

The Airmoto packs 120 PSI output 
and easily fi ts in your pocket, backpack 
or car at 1.2 lbs and six inches long. 
Be prepared for emergencies!

The Airmoto works with most tires. 
It includes one air hose, one needle 
connector, one bike connector and 
one general connecter for cars, trucks, 
motorcycles, bicycles, ATVs, sports 
equipment, paddle boards and more.

The Airmoto has a digital display that 
makes it easy to see the pressure you 
are infl ating things. You can dial in the 
pressure you want. The Airmoto will 
then stop automatically when it hits it. 

around it may be electrifi ed and you 
could be killed if you get out of the 
vehicle. Stay inside until the utility 
workers tell you it’s safe to get out. 
Tell everyone to stay back 33 feet 
— about the length of a school bus.

Only exit the vehicle if you must 
get out to stay safe, such as a fi re:

• Remove any loose-fi tting clothing 
so no part of your body or your 
clothing touches the vehicle and the 
ground at the same time.

• With the door open prepare to 
jump by tucking your elbows into 
your stomach and keeping your 
hands clasped close to your chest.

• Jump out and make sure you 
land with your feet together without 
touching the vehicle. Don’t try to 
jump far.

• Move away from the vehicle, 
using the shuffl  e technique. Ensure 
your feet do not lift off  the ground 
and are always touching each other. 
The inside of your heel should still 
touch the toe of the other foot when 
you move the other leg forward. 

It also has a built-in LED fl ashlight to 
help with night emergencies.

The Airmoto is fully charged after 
two hours. A single charge provides 
40 minutes of use. The battery will 
stay charged up to four months. The 
Airmoto uses a USB-C charging cable.

How long does it take the Airmoto 
to infl ate things? Since it is smaller it 
takes longer than with a full-size air 
compressor. A car tire takes about eight 
minutes to infl ate, six minutes for a golf 
cart tire, fi ve minutes for a motorcycle 
tire, three minutes for a basketball, four 
minutes for a bike tire and two minutes 
for an infl atable pool toy.

The Airmoto costs about $70. It is 
available in stores and online. 

Stay or get out if your vehicle is en-
tangled with power lines due to a storm 
or accident? Call the co-op fi rst! 

Airmoto is a rechargeable air compres-
sor that stores in your vehicle.
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Nominating Committee results
Candidates were 

announced. Vote on 
the ballots mailed 
to you in July or at 
the drive-in Annual 

Meeting August 3 from 4:30-6 p.m. 
at the Jackson County Fairgrounds. 
The two director candidates are 
running unopposed. 
District 1 Director:

• Glenn Dicks, Lakefi eld
District 2 Director:

• Darvin Voss, Lakefi eld
Nominating Committee District 3

• Tyler Ayers, Alpha 
• Kilen Warmka, Alpha 

Nominating Committee District 4
• Paul Nelson, Jackson
• Curtis Ringgenberg, Jackson
The Trust Board Directors were 

approved by the electric Board of 
Directors in April:
District 1 Trust Board

• Ruth Dicks, Lakefi eld
District 2 Trust Board

• Craig Rubis, Lakefi eld.
Budget billing: ‘averages’ out 
electric bill payment amounts

Sign up for Federated’s bud-
get billing if you are under the 
residential rate class. Federated 
takes your 13-month billing history, 
divides by 12 and you have a nice 
even pay amount each month. 
Twice a year (in May and October), 
Federated reviews your budget 
amount to see if it needs to be 
increased, decreased or kept 
the same, based on your recent 
electricity use. You need a one-
year billing history with Federated 
and must sign up for Auto Pay. 
Members who become past due 
are removed from the program. 
Sign up for Budget Billing in May 
by calling Federated 847-3520 or 
1-800-321-3520. 

Federated
Focus

Federated’s Revolving Loan Fund 
assists Bergen Meat Processors
with wastewater treatment system

F e d e r -
ated assisted 
Bergen Meat 
P r o c e s -
s o r s  w i t h 
a  $60,461 
Revo l v i ng 
Loan Fund 
check. Ber-
gen Meats is 
upgrading its 
wastewater 
t r e a t m e n t 
system add-
ing  tanks , 
pumps and 
aerobic treat-
ment system 
to treat the 
wastewater 
f r o m  t h e 
slaughter and 
processing 
operations. 

Federated and Bergen Meats signed the 10-year loan paperwork April 25. 
As funds are repaid to Federated, they can be loaned to other organizations. 

Bergen Meat Processors, southeast of Windom, operates a custom-slaughtering 
business that processes beef, hogs and sheep; it is owned and operated by 
Jay and Paulette Scott, along with their son Bo. “We have operated Bergen 
Meats since 1979,” Jay said. “We process around 500 animals per year, plus 
sell retail smoked meats and sausage, specialty meats, beef, pork, chicken and 
fi sh, along with cheese and seasonings.”

Over the years Jay cured national-award winning hams and summer sausage, 
plus Tri-State awards on polish sausage, brats, ring bologna, skin-on wieners, 
bacon and dried beef. Bo entered the last convention and won second on his 
smoked pork loin. They make sausage, snack stick and jerky for custom and retail.

“This economic development funding helps us fi nance a new waste treatment 
system,” Paulette stated. “We needed to replace a tank for the slaughter room 
and found out we could not do that without upgrading our current system or 
haul our waste from slaughter to another treatment system. Our old system was 
17 years old — a lot of regulations have changed since it was designed. Our 
new system will use new technology and produce cleaner waste water than the 
previous system. This will allow us to continue to serve our customers, plus allow 
us room for expansion in the future. It’s important that our livestock producers 
can process their animals and others who want locally-raised animals.” 

“Federated applied for the zero-interest loan and then charges up to one-percent 
handling to the recipient,” said Scott Reimer, Federated’s general manager. “As 
the organization pays back the loan, this money goes into a revolving loan fund 
to assist other organizations for economic development or community facilities.” 
The recipient pays the loan’s closing costs and one percent interest. 

Bergen Meats’ Jay, son Bo, granddaughter Ella and Paulette Scott 
accepted the $60,461 check from Federated’s Revolving Loan 
Fund. Federated’s General Manager Scott Reimer is on the right. 
This funding goes for a new wastewater treatment system for their 
slaughter and processing lines.
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Operation Round Up awards $20,007 to 
26 organizations, thanks to members
Organization                                        Amount   Purpose  
Jackson County Central Post Prom $200 Toward comedian for safe post-prom entertainment
Heron Lake-Okabena/Fulda Baseball $250 For seven new batting helmets
Reinbows, Inc, Windom $350 Scholarships and craft supplies for New One Day programs
City of Jackson Park Board $375 For soil enhancements at three new garden beds in Zimmerli Park
Heritage Acres, Fairmont $400 Toward blacksmith for two events in August and October
Des Moines Valley Health & Human Svcs. $400 Toward 40 smoke detectors for needy Jackson County households
JCC Community Services Garden Club $400 Off set costs for seeds/plants/supplies for student garden plots
SWWC Foundation for Innovation  $500 Toward Knowledge Bowl, Spelling Bees, Artists, Writers,
   in Education, Marshall    and Science events for local schools’ registration/scholarships
Twin Valley Council Boy Scouts, Mankato $500 Toward snowshoes/poles for Camp Cedar Point in Fairmont
HLO Family & Consumer Science classes $500 Replace 30-year-old cookware for two classroom kitchens
JCC Community Services $500 Buy replacement volleyballs and girls/boys basketballs
Rhythm of the River, Jackson $521 Buy music instruments for Kids Jam sessions at Tunes Tent
Jackson Co. Historical Society, Lakefi eld $600 Replace 20-year-old PC with new one for cataloging/business
MCW Indoor Pool, Sherburn $632 Buy two wall-mounted hand dryers for locker room
JCC Indoor Pool, Jackson $660 Replace women’s sink & buy two front door slip-resistant mats
Heron Lake-Okabena School Library $650 Buy new books for elementary and high school libraries
Fort Belmont, Jackson $669 New laptop for history research on donated items and cataloging
Minnesota West, Jackson $700 Jackson or Martin County lineman or electrician student scholarship
Lakefi eld Ambulance Service $800 Buy two new pagers for two new members
Jackson County Libraries  $900 Hire Zoo Man for summer reading program on reptiles and reading
Rebuilding Together MN, Jackson Co.  $1,000 Safe at Home kits & fall prevention/accessibility modifi cations
Heron Lake Ambulance $1,000 Buy portable rescue sled for use at steep bank or confi ned space
Jackson Fire & Relief Association $1,500 Toward replacing self-contained breathing air tanks
Des Moines Valley Health & Human Svcs $1,500 Assist Jackson Co. Federated members with emergency-energy costs
Salvation Army $2,000 Assist Federated members with emergency-energy costs
Ceylon Area First (Fire Dept.) $2,500 Toward new self-contained breathing apparatus (air pack)
Total $20,007 

Jacob Kummer joins Jackson line crews
Jacob Kummer, Spirit Lake, followed in his 

father’s footsteps to become an electric cooperative 
apprentice lineman at Federated April 11. 

His Dad, Mike Kummer, works just south of 
Federated at Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative. 
Plus, Jacob has a brother-in-law, Nate Kloucek, 
at the Tabor, South Dakota, electric cooperative. 

“I like hands-on work and making things,” Jacob 
stated. “You gain a good sense of accomplishment 
when fi nishing a job.”

Kummer graduated from Minnesota West 
in Jackson with a Powerline diploma and an 
associate’s degree from Lake Area Technical 
Institute in Watertown, South Dakota, for welding. 
He has experience from Calhoun County Electric 
Cooperative in Iowa, Radcliff e Directional Drilling 
for underground utilities and Terex Utilities in 
Watertown, South Dakota.

Jacob enjoys hunting and anything mechanical, like working on trucks, cars 
and green tractors. His girlfriend is Tala Wilhelms from Estherville. 

The next Operation 
Round Up deadline 
occurs September 23

T h e  T r u s t 
Board received 
28 applications 
totaling $95,818 
in this 55th round 

of funding. The spring recipients 
are listed above. 

The Trust Board will meet in the 
fall for the next round of funding. 
The deadline for submitting ap-
plications is September 23. Find 
the application on Federated’s 
website (www.federatedrea.
coop) or call the offi  ce to request 
it (847-3520 or 1-800-321-3520; 
ask for Andrea). 



Connections • May 20226

Plant trees safely Before planting a tree, call 811 to 
locate co-op’s buried utility lines

CTV launches new website
Check out Cooperative Television’s  

(CTV) new website — www.CTV.coop.
CTV rebroadcasts 40 UHF channels 

from the Twin Cities to southern 
Minnesota from its three towers at 
Jackson, Frost and Godahl. The 
monthly fee is only $8 a month. Your 
electric cooperative is one of the four 
owners of this subsidiary. This fee 
can be added as a line on your co-op 
electric bill or set it up for an annual 
($96) or seasonal service ($48) billing.

The new CTV website features an 
updated channel listing and coverage 
map. Plus, local installers are listed 
if you want to have a UHF antenna 
installed or serviced.

Check out the troubleshooting page 
too so you know whether to call for a 
service technician or who to call with 
questions. 

Go surfi ng and check out CTV’s new website (www.ctv.coop) so you can channel 
surf with CTV! If you watch these channels, become a paying subscriber so future 
enhancements, like this website and equipment, can continue.
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Share with us your berry special blueberry recipes, whether it’s for coff ee cake, pie, bars, pancakes, muffi  ns or 
salads. Mail to your blueberry recipes to Ed i tor, Fed er at ed Ru ral Elec tric, PO Box 69, Jack son MN 56143-0069 
or e-mail to christoff er@federatedrea.coop by May 26. Add your name and phone num ber. Thanks for sharing 
with us! 

‘Blue-tiful’ blueberry recipes beckon — please share few favorites
Recipes

Call before digging!Call before digging!

Ca l l  Go  phe r 
State One Call 
b e f o r e  d o -
ing  any  d ig -
ging more than 
12" deep — 48 
hours before 
digging for foun-
dations, trees, 

tiling and more. You can also 
register at www.gopherstate-
onecall.org or call 811. Call a li-
censed electrician to locate the 
underground lines on your side 
of the meter. Safety fi rst this 
spring! 

1-800-252-1166

Cheese Garlic Bread 
by Laurie Sherman, Truman

Mix all ingredients, but the eggs; stir 
gently and microwave for one minute 
on high:

1½ c. shredded/grated mozzarella 
cheese

¾ c. almond meal, coconut meal or 
coconut fl our

2 T. cream cheese, full fat
1 T. garlic, crushed
1 T. parsley
1 tsp. baking powder
pinch of salt
Then add 1 egg and mix gently to 

make a cheesy dough. Place on baking 
tray and form into a “bread” shape.

Topping:  2 T. melted butter 
1 tsp. parsley  1 tsp. garlic 
Brush on top and sprinkle with 

more cheese. Bake at 425º for 15 
minutes.  

One Hour Buttermilk Roll by Terese Gruber, New Ulm
2 pkgs. (¼ oz. each) active dry yeast  3 T. sugar
¼ c. very warm water    1 tsp. salt
1½ c. buttermilk, room temperature  ½ tsp. baking soda
½ c. packed shortening   4½ c. all-purpose fl our
Preheat oven to 400º F. Butter three six-cup muffi  n pans. In the bowl stir yeast 

into warm water until dissolved. Stir in the remaining ingredients, except the fl our. 
The mixture will be lumpy. Stir in the fl our, 1 c. at a time, until soft dough forms. 

Turn dough out onto lightly-fl oured surface; knead until smooth and elastic (about 
eight minutes). Let rest 10 minutes. 

Divide the dough into 18 pieces. Then divide each piece into three pieces. 
Cover the dough that’s not in use so it doesn’t dry out. Roll each dough piece 
into a round ball. Place 3 balls in each muffi  n cup. 

Cover: let rise in a warm place until double in bulk (around 30 minutes). Bake 
15-18 minutes or until golden. Cool in pans on racks 10 minutes. Remove from 
pans; serve or cool completely on the wire rack.  

Power your shower 
with your co-op’s 

water heater

Call the co-op today!  

Enjoy a limited lifetime-warranty for the original owner 
against leaks. No anode rod to change. Thick insulation 
retains the heat. Made in the USDA and in stock now! 
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info@federatedbroadband.coop • www.federatedbroadband.coop 

507-847-1001 or 1-833-847-8001

5 new tower locations up 5 new tower locations up 
by June 1by June 1  

Residential packages
 6MB down/2MB up   $50/month
 • Perfect speed for e-mails, surfing & Facebook
 15MB down/2MB up   $70/month
 • Upgrade to streaming TV & drop satellite TV
 25MB down/3MB up   $80/month
 • Works with larger households, downloads & gaming
 40MB down/3MB up   $90/month
 • Gamers, work from home and all of the above!

 Basic installation fee $150
We offer business packages & streaming TV too!

The equipment arrived for the addition of 
fi ve new Federated Broadband towers. We 
are awaiting approval for the licenses from 
the Federal Communications Commission 
and better weather to add the equipment to 
the following locations pictured on the left:

• Federated’s Welcome tower
• Northrop water tower
• Granada water tower
• Calvin Mattson grain leg, East Chain
• Neusch Farms grain leg, south of Fairmont
Each tower will have a 10-mile radius 

coverage area. Speeds range from 100 MB 
download to 20 MB upload speed. Additional 
sub-towers will be added this summer to fi ll 
in the Martin County gaps. 

Federated Broadband customers: spread 
the word and you gain a free month of service! 
After a referral from an existing Broadband 
customer and the new customer’s system 
is installed, you will receive the free month 
of service. Encourage the new customer to 
mention your name during sign-up.

Contact Federated Broadband to start 
your paperwork so you’ll be among the fi rst 
activated in these areas! 

Martin County 
tower expansion!


