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fAt A Glance
Encourage your local fi re department, schools, civic 

groups and other organizations to apply for Operation 
Round Up funds. Find the details and application on our 
website: www.federatedrea.coop; otherwise, call or e-mail 
(info@federatedrea.coop) to request the application. 

September 17 next 
Operation Round 
Up application due 
date; apply now

Great River Energy (GRE), one of 
Federated Rural Electric’s wholesale 
power providers, reached an agree-
ment to sell the Coal Creek Station 
power plant to Rainbow Energy 
Center, LLC.

The sale of Coal Creek Station 
averts the plant’s closure, which was 
scheduled for the second half of 2022 
unless a buyer was found. Rainbow 
Energy Center will continue to operate 
the 1,151-megawatt (MW) power plant 
using current plant employees they 
hire. Rainbow Energy Center also 
plans to develop carbon capture and 
storage at Coal Creek Station. 

Nexus Line, LLC reached an agree-
ment to purchase from GRE the high 
voltage direct current (HVDC) transmis-
sion system that extends between 
central North Dakota and Minnesota. 
Great River Energy will operate and 
maintain the HVDC system under a 
10-year contract. 

The Coal Creek sale to Rainbow 
marks a transition in Federated’s 
power supply portfolio. The reduction 
in supply from GRE will transition over 
to being supplied by Basin Electric 
through our wholesale power provider 
L&O Power. “The future looks positive 
for our membership for many years to 
come,” said Scott Reimer, Federated’s 
general manager. (See related story 
on Page 8.)

Rainbow Energy Center and Nexus 
Line are affi  liates of Rainbow Energy 

Marketing Corp. from Bismarck, North 
Dakota.

“The successful implementation of 
carbon capture and storage is central 
to our plans at Coal Creek Station,” 
said Rainbow Energy Marketing 
Corp. President Stacy L. Tschider. 
“As a privately-held company, we are 
uniquely positioned to continue the 
successful legacy that GRE and its 
employees have established in North 
Dakota.” 

Rainbow Energy Center plans to 
add incremental generation from 
renewables to fully use the capacity 
from the HVDC transmission system.

Great River Energy will also enter 
into a power purchase agreement with 
Rainbow Energy Center, LLC. 

These transactions will help ensure 
GRE continues to provide its member-
owners with reliable and aff ordable 
electricity as the cooperative builds its 
future power supply portfolio. 

“We are building a power supply port-
folio that will serve our member-owner 
cooperatives with clean, aff ordable and 
reliable energy for decades,” Saggau 
said. The cooperative will add 900 MW 
of wind energy by 2023 and remains on 
track to meet Minnesota’s 80 percent 
carbon dioxide reduction goal ahead 
of schedule.

The sale of Coal Creek Station 
and the HVDC system is expected to 
close later this year after the required 
approvals are obtained. 

(See related story on Page 8.) 

Great River Energy fi nds buyer for Coal Creek power plant;
New ownership plans to add carbon capture & sequestration

Coal Creek Station will have a new owner 
later this year — Rainbow Energy Center.
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Energy Wise

Your clothes washer and dryer 
account for a significant portion of 
energy consumption from major 
appliances. Make the most of your 
laundry energy use! Follow these easy 
ways to save energy and money in 
the laundry room. The Department of 
Energy recommends the following tips 
for saving on the laundry suds. 
Wash with cold water

Switching from warm water to cold 
water can cut one load’s energy use by 
more than half. By using a cold-water 
detergent you can still achieve that 
brilliant clean you’d normally get from 
washing in warm water. 
Wash full loads when possible

Your washing machine will use the 
same amount of energy no matter the 
size of the clothing load so fi ll it up if 
you can. 
Use the high-speed or extended 
spin cycle in the washer

This setting will remove more 
moisture before drying, reducing 
your drying time and the extra wear 
on clothing. 
Dry heavier cottons separately

Loads will dry faster and more evenly 
if you separate heavier cottons like 
linens and towels from your lightweight 
clothing. 
Use the right dryer settings

If your dryer has this “cool down” 
cycle, you can save energy because 
the clothes finish drying with the 
remaining heat in the dryer. Plus, use 
the lower heat settings and you’ll still 
use less energy. 
Use dryer balls

Dryer balls, usually wool or rubber, 

will help keep clothes separated for 
faster drying. Plus, they can help 
reduce static so you can eliminate 
dryer sheets. 
Switch loads while dryer is warm

This allows you to take advantage of 
the remaining heat from the previous 
cycle.  
Clean the lint fi lter after each dry-
ing cycle

If you use dryer sheets, remember 
to scrub the fi lter once a month with a 
toothbrush to remove excess buildup. 
Clothes line uses green energy

If it’s a beautiful day, use the outdoors 

Suds, soap, soaking & savings...

clothes line to take advantage of solar 
and wind energy to dry those clothes. 
You‘ll also enjoy the free fresh air scent!
Buy Energy Star washer & dryer

When it’s time to purchase a new 
washer or dryer, look for the Energy 
Star label. New washers and dryers 
that receive the Energy Star rating 
use about 20 percent less energy than 
conventional models. 

To discover additional actions on how 
you can save energy at home visit the 
Department of Energy at www.energy.
gov/energysaver. Clean up your energy 
bill and laundry at the same time! 

10 way to save energy in the laundry room

Wash away the extra laundry costs with these energy-saving tips. Clean up your 
energy costs and laundry at the same time! Even your choice of laundry detergent 
makes a difference!
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rSafety

Watt’s New

EGO Electric Chainsaw is a cut above

While it’s normally a bad idea to 
stand on a wet surface and plug 
something in, electric vehicles are 
built to do just that.

With electric vehicles growing in 
popularity people are curious about 
charging them in inclement weather.

For example, it might be pouring 
rain while charging. Perhaps owners 
have to brush snow off  the charger 
before unplugging. Both of these 
conditions are suitable for factory 
charger and quality after-market 
chargers.

Electric vehicles are powered 
by an electric motor instead of an 
internal combustion engine. The 
battery that powers the motor is 
charged with a dedicated plug-in 
cord that connects it to a charging 
station or regular wall outlet.

When using a quality charging 
device, generally no safety-related 
issues exist, as long as the plug is 

Safely recharge your electric vehicle

Chainsaws can be temperamental 
tools. You have to mix gas and oil and 
make sure the chain is tight, among 
other maintenance items.

The Ego Electric Chainsaw simpli-
fi es things. No need exists for a gas 
mixture. Simply snap in a battery and 
go saw. The Ego Electric Chainsaw 
also enables you to tighten its chain 
without taking anything apart or 
needing additional tools. Just twist the 
dial to the proper tension:

Other features include:
• Approximately 60 minutes of cutting 

from a single charge. Recharge time 
takes about 90 minutes.

• 16-inch bar and chain model works  
for sawing down branches, stumps and 
trees. A 14-inch and 18-inch model are 
also available.

not sitting in a puddle of water or the 
charging port on the car is packed 
with snow. The charging equipment 

is designed to be insulated and 
waterproofed and undergoes 
testing by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers for almost any weather 
condition. The exception would 
involve extreme weather conditions, 
such as fl ooding.

When it’s wet outside, the only 
area of concern is not where the 
plug meets the car, but where the 
charging cord plugs into an outlet or 
an extension cord. You want to make 
sure that all cords are appropriate 
for the use, are in good working 
order and that connections are not 
in water.

Safe Electricity recommends that 
electric vehicle owners always follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions 
and check the charging equipment 
before using it. 
— Information courtesy of safeelec-
tricity.org

• LED lights illuminate your cut 
when you are cutting at dusk or in an 
emergency.

• 11,000 RPMs for effi  cient cutting.
• Brushless motor helps extend the 

life of the chainsaw.

• Five-year warranty exists on 
chain saw and three-year warranty 
on battery.

The Ego Electric Chainsaw is 
available at your local hardware store 
for approximately $300. 

The Ego Electric Chainsaw of-
fers a good balance of power, 
ease of use and cutting time 
for an electric chainsaw. It can 
work for about 60 minutes on 
a single charge.

Is it safe to 
charge your 
e lectr ic  ve-
hicle in the 
rain? Electric 
vehicles are 
designed to 
work in such 
conditions.
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Co-op posts interconnection
process for wind & solar

In compl iance 
with Federated’s 
adopted rules relat-
ing to cogeneration 
and small power 
production, Feder-

ated is obligated to interconnect 
with and purchase electricity from 
cogenerators and small power 
producers, whom satisfy the condi-
tions as a qualifying facility. 
Federated is obligated to provide 
information free of charge to 
all interested members upon 
request regarding rates and 
interconnection requirements. All 
interconnections require an ap-
plication and approval to become 
a qualifying facility. Any dispute 
over interconnections, sales and 
purchases are subject to resolution 
by the Federated Board. 

Interested members should 
contact Federated Rural Electric, 
PO Box 69, Jackson MN 56143-
0069, e-mail info@federatedrea.
coop or call 847-3520 or 1-800-
321-3520; ask for Jon Beckman. 
The application process is outlined 
on Federated’s website: www.
federatedrea.coop. 
Correction from July issue

Martin County 4-Hers were 
misidentifi ed in the July issue with 
the T-shirts. The correct names 
are Paige and Ty D. from Pleasant 
Prairie 4-H Club. Our apologies!
Electric grills to the rescue!

Save your back and 
time. Go with an electric 
grill. No heavy LP tanks 

or charcoal bags to lug around. 
Choose from two tabletop models 
or one cart grill on display in our 
lobby. Prices range from $60 to 
$163. 

 

Federated
Focus

Lineman Mort VanDeVere promoted to 
Jackson Area Foreman — congratulations!

Journeyman Lineman Mort VanDeVere was promoted to Jackson Area Foreman, 
eff ective August 2, 2021. Mort will train under the current foreman, Mike Scheff , 
to gain a better perspective of his new role. Scheff  will be retiring later this year. 

Mort started at Federated as an apprentice lineman June 3, 2002 and became 
a journeyman lineman June 2006. 

The Jackson Area Foreman works with the Operations Manager, along with the 
rest of the operations team, on directing the Jackson line crews’ work, completes 
paperwork, ensures safety and interacts with co-op member-owners on project 
needs. He will also help with training, monitor hazards, be knowledgeable on 
construction specs, codes and policies. 

“We are happy to make this announcement and wish Mort all the success 
possible,” stated Scott Reimer, Federated general manager.  “Our entire operations 
team will benefi t from Mort’s skills; we will do everything we can to make this a 
successful transition.” 

‘Blue ribbon kids’ T-shirts handed out
to Jackson County 4-Hers during the fair

Jackson County 4-Hers, like Jada and Shelby Milbrath, received their Federated 
sponsored T-shirts at the fair. Martin County 4-Hers can pick up their t-shirts dur-
ing entry day August 16. Federated President David A. Hansen helped with shirt 
distribution. 
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Federated awards two revolving loan 
funds totaling $275,000 last month

Federated scored a double play in 
July with its revolving loan fund. 
Fox Lake Conservation League

Federated assisted the Fox Lake 
Conservation League, Sheburn, (FLCL) 
with a $200,000 Revolving Loan. 
The Conservation League bought 44 
acres of land that was formerly the 
Alliant power plant on the south side 
of Fox Lake to develop the area into a 
park for the general public. Federated 
and the League signed the 10-year 
loan paperwork on July 13 and the 
organization closed on the property 
July 19. 

The Fox Lake Conservation League 
was formed in 1947 for the purpose of 
preservation of natural resources, fi sh 
and wildlife in Martin County. “Our main 
goal with this purchase is to protect 
thousands of feet of shoreline from 
private development and ensure the 
property is open to the public,” said 
Jim Miller, treasurer of the Fox Lake 
Conservation League. “We have no 
solid plans, but anticipate a seasonal 
site campground, public boat access, 
handicap-available fi shing pier, winter 
fi shing access, walking paths and a 
pollinator plot are among ideas in the 
works. I estimate it will take two to three 
years before a fi nal plan is in place and 
fundraising begins.”
City of Okabena

Federated assisted the City of 
Okabena with a $75,000 loan from 
the co-op’s Revolving Loan Fund. The 
City of Okabena will buy a payloader 
for street and maintenance work. Plus, 
Okabena plans to build a shop and 
storage building.

Federated and Okabena signed the 
10-year loan paperwork on July 19. 
This is the second time that Okabena 
has used this Revolving Loan fund. 
Revolving loan fund history

“Federated initially applied for the 
zero-interest loan and now charges 
up to one-percent handling to the 
organizations,” stated Scott Reimer, 
Federated’s general manager. “As 

these organizations pay back their 
loans, this money goes into a revolving 
loan fund to assist other organizations 
for economic development or com-
munity facilities.” The recipient provides 
matching funds, pays for the loan’s 
closing costs and one percent interest.

Federated has a long history of 
economic development. Since 1992, 
Federated provided economic develop-
ment dollars totaling $3.8 million. This 
contributed to keeping 1,086 jobs and 
securing 448 jobs in the area. More 
specifi cally, Federated’s revolving loan 
started in 2009 with a loan from the 
United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) for $244,000 that fi nanced 
a Ceylon fire truck and Tenhassen 
Township Hall. Then in 2016 Federated 
secured additional USDA revolving 
loan funds and added a matching 
20 percent, totaling $421,515 toward 
new Heron Lake and Round Lake 
Fire Trucks. Since then Okabena has 
used the revolving loan fund for its fi re 
department brush fi re truck. 

Federated presently has $228,000 
still in the revolving loan fund; other 
economic development programs 
are available too. Call Federated on 
the co-op’s economic development 
programs; ask for Scott or Andrea. 

The City of Okabena received a $75,000 revolving loan for a 
maintenance building and payloader. Front row: City Clerk Val-
erie Ling, Mayor Brent Groen, Federated Director Glenn Dicks. 
Back row: Council members Rich Vogt, Lance Haberman, 
LeAnn Warner and Federated General Manager Scott Reimer.

Fox Lake Conservation League Board members were present for the revolving 
loan signing paperwork and photo. Pictured in the front row are: Nate Amborn, 
Scott Kittleson, Harold Nowak, Tim Eisenmenger and Jake Krohn. Back row: Jim 
Claussen, Jim Miller, Terry Viesselman, Josh Eisenmenger and Chris Eisenmenger.
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Your co-op will be closed Your co-op will be closed 
Labor Day September 6Labor Day September 6

Crews will be on call in case of outagesCrews will be on call in case of outages

Minnesota law off ers active military 
personnel additional payment options 
for their electric bills. The law covers 
disconnection, payment arrangements, 
appeal and an annual notice to co-op 
members. Similar to the state’s Cold 
Weather Rule, an application must be 
completed and income guidelines exist. 
It’s available for military personnel with 
active duty, deployed or a permanent 
duty station change. Call or e-mail 
us for details about the active duty 
military payment options and a form 
to sign up. 

Attention 
active military 
personnel:
bill payment 
options exist

Rub a dub, dub we’ll keep your tub 
fi lled with hot water

Call the electric co-op for your next water heater
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Round up your favorite meatball recipes! Do you make meatballs in a crockpot, oven, stove or even an air fry-
er? Send us your favorite meatball recipes whether it’s an appetizer, main dish or in sandwiches. Mail to Ed i tor, 
Fed er at ed Ru ral Elec tric, PO Box 69, Jack son MN 56143-0069 or e-mail to christoff er@federatedrea.coop by Au-
gust 26. Add your name and phone num ber. Thanks for sharing with us! 

Let’s have a ball with some new meatball recipes! Round ‘em up!
Recipes

Heartland Security can stand guard when 
you are gone. Environmental sensors protect 
from fi re, carbon monoxide and freeze-up. 
Use your Smart phone to monitor video 
cameras or check temperature. Co-op 
members receive discount. Call 1-888-264-
6380 or visit www.heartlandss.com 

Protect your 
home, business 

& cabin 24/7

Pick up the phone Pick up the phone 
before the shovel; before the shovel; 

call before digging!call before digging!

Cal l  Go  pher 
State One Call 
b e f o r e  d o -
ing any d ig-
ging more than 
12"  deep — 
48 hours be-
fo re  d igg ing 

for foundations, trees, tiling 
and more. You can also reg-
ister at www.gopherstate-
onecall.org or call 811. Call a 
licensed electrician to locate 
the underground lines on your 
side of the meter. 

1-800-252-1166

Blueberry Crunch by Mary Mills, New  Ulm
1½ c. fresh or frozen blueberries  1 box yellow cake mix
½ c. sugar     ¼ c. margarine
1 large can crushed pineapple, undrained 1 c. pecans or walnuts, chopped
In a 9x13" pan place berries, pineapple and sugar. Mix lightly and spoon evenly 

over the bottom of the pan. In large bowl mix the margarine and dry cake mix 
with a pastry blender or fork; this will be a crumbly mixture. Sprinkle cake mix 
over berry mixture. Sprinkle nuts on top. Bake at 350º for 45 minutes. Serve 
hot or cold with whipped topping or ice cream. 

Banana Loaf by Gail Rogers, Heron Lake
½ c. shortening    1 tsp. vanilla
1 c. sugar     1 tsp. baking powder
2 eggs     1 tsp. soda
4 T. sour milk (Add 1 tsp. vinegar to 4 T. milk; let set fi ve minutes) 
3 bananas, mashed    1½ c. fl our
In a bowl mix the shortening and sugar. Add eggs, sour milk and vanilla; mix. 

Add bananas. Put into two greased loaf pans. Bake 350º one hour or until done. 
Bake at 325º if using a glass pan. 

This recipe is from the 1940s and Ida Burmeister, my grandma. 

Energy Assistance Program funds remain 
available — apply today for benefi ts

COVID has placed a larger burden 
on families already struggling to pay 
their bills or bring their accounts 
current. If you are experiencing 
diffi  culty paying your electric bill, the 
Energy Assistance Program (EAP) 
helps pay for home heating costs and 
furnace repairs for income-qualifi ed 
homeowners and renters.

The Minnesota Department of 
Commerce expanded the EAP by 
raising income eligibility and extending 
the deadline to apply to September 
1, 2021. Households with incomes 
at or below 60 percent of the state’s 
median income may be eligible, which 
is about $65,000 of annual income for 
a household of four.

To learn more about EAP or to apply 
just visit the Minnesota Department 
of Commerce’s Energy Assistance 

website (https://mn.gov/commerce/
consumers/consumer-assistance/
energy-assistance/) for more details 
and to access the application portal.

If you are experiencing difficulty 
paying your electric bill and do not 
qualify for EAP, contact your electric 
cooperative’s billing department. Hurry! 
Submit your application in August for 
these special funds. 

This chart shows the income eligibility 
requirements for families applying for 
energy assistance. If you make above 
the annual income limit for your house-
hold size, you do not qualify.
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Scott Reimer, General Man ag er

David A. Hansen, President — 847-3530
David Meschke, Vice President — 238-1122

Darvin  Voss, Secretary/Treasurer — 662-6679
Bruce Brockmann — 399-3487 

Glenn Dicks — 840-1075
Jon Saxen — 236-7027

Scott Thiesse — 399-6427

The Board of Directors generally meets the last 
busi ness day of the month at 8 a.m. at the Jack-
 son offi  ce. Reg u lar board meetings are open to 
the mem ber ship. Mem bers in ter est ed in dis cuss ing 
busi ness items should con tact the gen er al man-
 ag er or president three days be fore the meet ing.

Scott Reimer

Manager’s Message
After Coal Creek sale our power supply 
shifts more to Basin for wholesale power

The sale of the Coal Creek power plant to 
Rainbow means a transfer of power supply from 
Great River Energy (GRE) to Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative/L&O Power, likely beginning yet 
this year for Federated members. Rather than 
receiving about 30 percent of our power from 
GRE, we will now receive about 5 percent. We 
will still have four power suppliers; however, the 

share from GRE will be much smaller and, of course, the Basin/L&O will 
grow by that same amount. We are still positioned very well and have 
great confi dence that our rates will remain competitive for our members. 

There is much going on at Basin/L&O regarding technology, carbon 
capture and sequestration; the newest Basin opportunity involves a joint 
project with Bakken Midstream and Mitsubishi to produce hydrogen. Clearly, 
the jury is still out on this one, but it’s getting a thorough review by the 
Basin Board as to long-term benefi ts it could provide. In layman’s terms, 
coal-generated electricity would continue with the carbon sequestration 
process making it clean coal generation. This provides the reliability of 
coal with the greener environmental impact.  

We thought this is a good time to show you how Basin’s power supply 
has evolved over the last two decades with this chart. In the last decade 
Basin has grown by almost 50 percent. Plus, 80 percent of that load 
growth was met with wind, natural gas and market purchases. Basin takes 
advantage of the benefi ts of renewables, while maintaining the reliable 
baseload power that members expect. 

Annual Meeting mail-in ballots update
Wow! We are happy to report a good 

response from Federated members who 
voted in the 86th Annual Meeting elections. 
This was the fi rst year of mail-in ballots and 
a $10 bill credit. As of July 30, we received 
1,318 ballots back. We will have the Annual 
Meeting election results published in our 
September newsletter, as this issue went 
to the printer before the meeting. We will 
distribute the voting results to the media and 
on our Facebook page too. 

Basin Electric Power
Cooperative Generation Capability

2,838.9 MW
Maximum winter
generation capacity

7,024.7 MW
Maximum winter
generation capacity


